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IN MEMORY

Sue McGee
1946 - 2007

A Prayer for You

I said a prayer for you today and know GOD must have heard.
I felt the answer in my heart, although He spoke no word.

I didn’t ask for wealth or fame - I knew you wouldn’t mind.
I asked Him to send treasures of a far more lasting kind.

I asked that He’d be near you at the start of each new day,
to grant you health & blessings and friends to share your way.

I asked for happiness for you in all things great and small,
but it was for His loving care I prayed for most of all.

By Lucille Britt and read by Deb Murphy at Sue’s funeral.
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From the President
The 2007 Convention is now history. I would say that it was a great Convention and I think that those who attended 

had a great time. I want to thank all of the members of Council and especially the members of the Nashville Club, 
who worked very hard over the last couple of years to make this Convention such a fun time for everyone. For the 
most part, Mother Nature cooperated and we got the events in as scheduled. The Marriott and staff did an outstanding 
job with our accommodations, the food at the hotel was very good and the parties were fantastic. The Nashville area 
offered a lot of things for people to see and do and many took the short trip up I-65 to see the Museum and the Corvette 
Assembly Plant. 

Summer is waning and many of us will be going to various events across the country, participating in a part of 
Council that is always fun. Whether you are auto crossing, running high speeds, or doing car shows, remember to take 
a little extra time and be safe going to and from these events. That little bit of time could save you a lot of problems in 
the long run. Also, while you are at these events take time to let the people know how much you enjoyed their efforts 
so that we can play. These volunteers would much rather be playing but they give their time and resources so the rest 
of us can enjoy ourselves. I am looking forward to some more travel time and I know the Beagle is ready to resume 
traveling.

At the September Governors’ Meeting some very important issues will be discussed. The upcoming budget, the 
2009 Convention bids, and nominations of candidates for the Executive Board are just a few. This is very similar to 
what each region and club will be doing over the next several months. For each Regional Officer it is important to 
choose people who are willing attend the Governors’ Meetings. The Regional Officers not only serve on the committees 
but they also represent each club when the club Governor is unable to attend the meeting. When a Governor cannot 
attend the Governors’ Meeting, it is the Governor’s responsibility to provide the Region Executive a signed proxy so 
that his/her club can be represented at these meetings. If, for some reason none of the three elected Region Officers 
can attend, the club can still get attendance credit by mailing a proxy to the National Secretary before the meeting 
or no later than seven days after the Governors’ Meeting. This action by the club Governor ensures that the club will 
remain in good standing in accordance with our By-Laws and Standing Rules. To be in good standing you must be 
represented at three of five Governors’ Meetings and you must be in Good Standing to vote on the National Officers 
and Convention Bids. 

Remember this is an all-volunteer organization and I greatly appreciate all the volunteers and their efforts.
Thank you and I look forward to seeing you in Tulsa,

Richard Yanko
President, National Council of Corvette Clubs
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Director of  Publications

Wow! What an awesome issue!
In case you haven’t noticed, this is the biggest issue of Blue 

Bars ever published. I hope that you take the time to read it 
from cover to cover, including the Minutes of both the May 7 
Governors’ Meeting and the June 17 Governors’ Meeting held    
at Convention in Nashville, which are a great way to know what’s 
happening in NCCC. Remember, if you have any questions about 
something in the Minutes, please contact your Club Governor. 
You will also notice that this issue contains the complete results 

Convention, along with numerous photos of this special occasion. 
If you were at Convention, you just may see yourself...or your 
Corvette...in one or two of the photos. Thank you...thank you...
thank you to Bob Kuty, Doug McMahan, Nelda & Roger Mitchell, 
Janice Sudia, Joan Thomas and Dick Yanko for contributing 
these photos. My thanks also go to the officers, both National 
and Regional, and NCCC members for your contributions to this 
issue. Don’t forget to check out “Regional News” for words of 
wisdom from your Regional Officers. This is another way to keep 
you, the member, informed of what’s going on in NCCC.

As some of you know, Larry and I attended the last half 
of Convention in Nashville and had a wonderful time. It was 
indeed the best medicine for me. I wish to thank all of you who 
have kept us in your thoughts and prayers. They worked! I was 
declared cancer-free a month ago! I consider myself very,  very 
fortunate to be associated with such a wonderful organization as 
NCCC, my second family.

As always, don’t forget 
the following Blue Bars 
deadlines: September 1 for 
the Fall issue and December 
1 for the Winter 2008 
issue. All contributions are 
welcome.

Sylvia

PS: I miss you, Sue.

Photo was taken by Doug McMahan, 
Cowtown Vettes, at the Convention 
banquet.

For up-to-date
information about

NCCC news and events,
be sure to CLICK

on the NCCC website,
www.corvettesnccc.org.

Director of  Public Relations

I want to say, “Thank you,” for all of the people who worked 
on and helped to make this year’s Convention such a success. 
You all did a great job and, as far as I know, everyone had a 
great time. John and Sue, you did a great job. Thank you for 
your time and efforts!

Use of the two “Promotional Displays” has been great so 
far this year. Since last report, the Displays have been to: San 
Diego, CA; Missoula, MT; and Marshall, MI.

July is a slow month for use, but in August they will be 
visiting: University of Okoboji CC in Arnold’s Park, IA; 
Corvette Crossroads Auto Show in Mackinaw City, MI; and 
Corvettes at Carlisle in Carlisle, PA. September is busy with     
the Displays showing up in: Cincinnati, OH to celebrate 
Cincinnati Corvette Club’s 50th Anniversary; Effingham, IL for 
Mid America Motorworks’ “Funfest” and to Carolina Corvette 
Club’s “Corvettes at NASCAR (NTI)” in Mooresville, NC.

Please check the NCCC web site for information about the 
Displays and a Calendar to schedule your event. Email me for 
information or questions at: publicrelations@corvettesnccc.org.

Thank you for helping to “Keep the Displays on the Move.”

Larry

of all the events, including the wine tasting contest, held at 
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Director of  Sponsorship

Nashville, Tennessee- Convention 2007- What a Blast!! This 
sums it all up for me and I think all of the other participants would 
heartily agree.  Hats off, kudos, etc. to John and Sue McGee, Jim Krebs, 
and their entourage of helpers who did a fantastic job of planning and 
implementing a fun week for the members of NCCC who made a smart 
move in deciding this was a convention they would not miss! I don’t 
think anyone was disappointed!

Once again, we had great sponsorship support at the event that 
allowed the decision makers to add some extras to the week of activities 
for all to enjoy- especially if you were able to stay to the end of the 
week.  Who were those sponsors?  Let me list, one more time, the 
sponsors who provided awesome support for the week: Chevrolet, 
as an event sponsor; Goodyear, sponsor of the barbecue; Kumho 
Tires, sponsor of the high-speed event and party on Thursday night; 
BridgestoneFirestone, sponsor of the low-speed event and the car 
wash over the weekend; MidAmerica Motorworks, sponsor of the 
funkhana; Hoosier Tires, as an event sponsor; Zip Products, sponsor 
of the rallye; Corvette Central, sponsor of the Elvis party; Paragon 
Corvette Reproductions, sponsor of registration materials; Langka 
Products, Adams Polishes, Corvette Artehouse, Southern Car 
Parts.com, and Fast Vette Accessories, who all served as event 
sponsors. Each registrant benefited from the support of these companies 
and I hope that all NCCC members will show their appreciation by 
supporting these companies, visiting their web sites, and purchasing 
their products. They support us, so it is only fair that we should support 
them as well! Thank you, thank you, and thank you!!!

We have added a few new companies to the Special Discounts 
for Members page, so please look at that section of the web site. Neon 
Clocks USA is offering a member discount on some beautiful Corvette 
clocks. Corvettegearusa.com is offering a special discount for NCCC 
member for their products. Hopefully, you are taking advantage of 
the Choice Hotels and rental car discounts from Avis and Alamo as 
you travel this summer. And don’t forget to use your NCCC credit 
card to add to the NCCC rebates. If you do not have a NCCC Visa 
credit card, check with your Regional officers about applying for the 
card with the code that allows NCCC to receive the $30 royalty for 
your participation.  

Solicitation of sponsorship for 2008 will begin soon with the 
focus on Convention 2008 in Tulsa and our membership. The theme 
of “Racin’ on Tulsa Time” may be expanded to “Corvettin’ on Tulsa 
Time” as we want all of our membership to participate in this annual 
event that will be hosted by the Southwest Region members. Corvettes 
of Carlisle and the Mid America Fun Fest are two events that we will 
be participating in to raise awareness of NCCC to the Corvette owner 
and to Corvette-focused companies as well. One of our sponsors who 
attended Convention commented that they were surprised that there 
were not younger members attending Convention. This is a fact that has 
been noted by many. Participation in some of these larger shows gives 
us exposure to a wide variety of individuals and ages and, hopefully, 
this exposure will become a positive step for NCCC.  Thanks for 
allowing me to participate in these activities.

Debbie     

Addendum- Since initially starting this article, NCCC lost one of 
its “stars” with the death of Sue McGee. I have been afforded the 
opportunity to write an article for NCCC and realize that we have lost 
other members in the past few months who were near and dear to many 
of our members on a local and regional level. While all of these souls 
are special and unique to NCCC, the loss of Sue has saddened many 
members across the country as both Sue and John have served NCCC 
and the Southeast Region for many years, most recently in planning 
the Nashville Convention. Although her health did not allow her to 
attend, her influence was evident in the planning and success of this 
activity. And I saw the motivation and desire of so many to make an 
even greater effort to make this event successful because they were 
proud of her and loved her so much. Sue was known for her special 
“drawl” that was different from the “Texanese” that I speak. But 
more importantly, she was a fun-loving, kind, intelligent Southern lady 
who had a great smile, never met a stranger, and would do anything 
she could to make you happy. I will always remember her with her 
special black wig that she sported at Convention 2006, wearing a big 
smile and her words- “Don’t worry! When you get to Nashville, we 
are going to take care of you.”  And that she (they) did!  (Thank you 
Sue, for the honor and privilege of knowing you!)

Webmaster

There were 16 clubs from 11 different regions that entered the 
2007 NCCC Club Web Site Contest. In a very close competition, this 
year’s winner is the Cowtown Vettes (Southwest Region) web site 
with Doug McMahan as its Webmaster. The second place award went 
to the Capital City Corvette Club (Michigan Region) web site with 
Gloria Reiffer as its Webmaster. The third place award went to the Top 
of the Rockies Corvette Association (Rocky Mountain Region) web 
site with Mike Konshak as its Webmaster. All 16 of the Web Sites are 
currently linked on the NCCC Web Site and I encourage everyone to 
take a browse.

My thanks to Brian Foster, Cindy Urenda and Tom Reitz for the 
great job they did juding the Web Site entries. Thanks also to Zip 
Products for their Sponsorship of the Contest again this year. Look for 
information on the 2008 Contest about the first of the year.

Joan
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Well, believe it or not the 2007 Convention is now a fantastic 
memory! From all the rave reviews that have been received, it seems 
it was quite successful. The success was the result of careful planning 
and sheer luck. On the few occasions that we encountered problems, it 
was like magic that a solution was right in front of us. Magic perhaps 
or was it Sue’s inspiration?

Thanks go to our sponsors for their resources and financial 
assistance. With their support, we were able to provide first-class revues 
for Convention. We had the opportunity to show our appreciation to 
them and the other vendors who packed the Corvette Mall (hosted 
by Freda Davenport – Southeast Region) with great merchandise. 
Understand the sales were brisk!

Everyone must have been excited to get to Convention this year, 
as we had most participants checked in by Saturday evening. With 
the efficient efforts at Registration (hosted by Gail Dawley, Carolina 
Region) and Tech (chaired by the Meessemans and Fulks from the 
Michigan Region), the check-in process was smooth and quick. The 
warm-up party was packed and the beer was flowing. It was a shame 
that the RCD’s weren’t able to share in the fun that night!

The week’s competition kicked off on Sunday following the 
National Governors’ and Convention Participants’ meetings. The 
Concours (hosted by Bob Kirsch and Melanie Gruhn, both from the 
East Ohio Region) was held in the parking lot outside the Corvette 
Mall. There were 46 cars participating in the show. At the same 
time, the Funkhana (hosted by Rhonda and Larry Higgins from the 
Midwest Region) was going on in the Hospitality area of the Corvette 
Mall. Originally the Funkhana was going to be held on Tuesday with 
the Rallye, but due to the large number of Rallye participants, the 
Funkhana was split between Sunday and Tuesday. A Southern-style 
picnic and a premier Country band followed these events.

Monday found the crowd traveling to Bench Bend Raceway in 
Bowling Green for the Record and Bracket Drags (hosted by Mike 
Godfrey, Indiana Region with help from Joe Reese and Ron Ruston, 
Southwest Region). Mother Nature kept everyone on their toes 
with numerous rain showers. Never fear though:  Both events were 
run in their entirety. During the day, a lot of conventioneers were 
able to attend the Drags as well as tour the Corvette Museum and 
Assembly Plant. Monday night’s entertainment featured the only two 
brothers who perform as Elvis, straight from Tupelo. What a great 
performance!!

The Rallye (hosted by Richard Yanko, yep – the President, from 
Southeast Region) started early Tuesday morning to accommodate 
134 entrants (which reduced down to 102 participants). It rained off 
and on throughout the morning but didn’t dampen the enthusiasm. 
The Funkhana finished its competition in the afternoon. A total of 50 
teams experienced the ‘kid in them’! Tuesday was a free night which 
allowed folks to go to the Grand Ole Opry, downtown Nashville or 
just hang out at the hotel.

The Low- (hosted by Pete Dawley, Carolina Region) and High- 
(hosted by Don and Betty Parks, Southeast Region) Speed events 
were held at Nashville Superspeedway on Wednesday and Thursday. 
With the help of Bridgestone/Firestone and Kumho, participants had 
access to air and tire support for the events. Participation was good 

for both events (207 - Low, 149 - High). A special Nashville Star and 
a Blues Band performed for the crowd on Wednesday and Thursday 
night respectively.

The Golf tournament (hosted by Ron Jarrell and Johnny Biffle, 
both from Southeast Region) was held early Friday morning. The 
Convention Awards breakfast and presentation was held later that 
morning. The evening concluded with the National Awards and Charity 
Corvette Raffle and Drawings.

Special thanks go to all the volunteers from around the country who 
helped to chair the events. The chairpersons not previously mentioned 
above include Convention Treasurer Mary Bellamy, Merchandise - 
Dick and Sue Runyan, all from Indiana Region; Program - Amelia 
Workman and Michele Mize, Decorations – Deborah Jarrell, Alysia 
Hardy, and Rita Biffle, Door Prizes – Gary Davenport, Security – 
Martin Workman and Lynn Ryder, Beverage – George Kimble, Awards 
and Jack Daniels – Al Bennett – all from Southeast Region. 

We introduced a new twist in recruiting volunteers for this 
Convention with the creation of a Volunteer Chairperson (Sandi Jones, 
Southeast Region). Numerous conventioneers took advantage of the 
easy web site sign-up to volunteer to work the events while others 
waited until their arrival at Convention to sign up with Sandi. Thanks 
to everyone who helped!!

Another unique happening at this Convention was the opportunity 
to purchase a special Jack Daniels Single Barrel bottle. The event was 
a sell-out! An added bonus was that Jimmy Bedford, Master Distiller 
at Jack Daniels, was on hand Sunday and Friday to sign the bottles. 
Jimmy was the keynote speaker at Friday night’s banquet.

One more first:  For something that started as a joke, the wine tasting 
competition was a huge success. There were 23 different varieties of 
wine tasted over three evenings with over 330 participants.

In closing, we want to thank everyone at Convention for making 
this such a great week. Your help and words of encouragement really 
made the difference! As we dedicated Convention to Sue, y’all made 
it the memory that she wanted everyone to take home. Remember 
Sue. Remember the good times!! 

Hope to see everyone at Tulsa next year…

John McGee, Convention Director – Jim Krebs, Convention Co-
Director – Betty Parks, Convention Assistant

2007 Director of  Convention
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Discover Your 
Shine Potential.

Shine it right!
watch our how-to videos online:

…with Adam’s!
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Limited Edition
Corvette Z06™ Print
Hand-signed by racing
legend Bob Bondurant 

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  N E W

CorvetteArtehouse.com            (866)965-1767
Order Online:

This unique hand-signed limited edition print features
the 2007 Z06™ shadowed by its historic racing 
ancestor driven by Bob Bondurant. Each print comes
exquisitely framed and double matted and includes a 
mounted commemorative plate with its own registered
number. Only 100 are available.  Order yours today!

FULL COLOR —ACTUAL FRAMED SIZE:  30"X 27"
Enter promo code vette at checkout
Receive 10% OFF entire purchase. 
Offer expires  8/31/2007

10% DISCOUNT
for NCCC Members
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
Parties, etc.
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
Parties, etc.
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album

Golf

Golf

Concours

Concours
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
Concours
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
Concours
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
RallyeFunkhanaConcours
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album

Drags

Rallye Drags, etc.
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
Drags, etc.
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album

Drags, etc.
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album

High/Low Speed 
Events

Drags, etc. High/Low Speed Events
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
AwardsHigh/Low Speed Events
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2007 NCCC Convention Photo Album
Awards
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Listed below are the 2007 meeting dates 
for the National Governors’ Meetings at 
the Sheraton West Port (not the Chalet) 
in St. Louis, MO. This will allow you to 

plan ahead. For reservations, please call 
(314) 878-1500.

November 9-10, 2007
February 29-March 1, 2008

May 2-3, 2008
June 21-27, 2008 (Convention)

September 12-13, 2008
November 7-8, 2008
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FLORIDA
REGION

www.ncccsouth.com

Regional News
CAROLINA

REGION

www.crnccc.com

This year the Region is moving in a different rhythm with less                                                 
t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  
available Sanctions 
being used and no 
events for the month of 
July being hosted.

August will be a 
Concours month; then 
the racing action starts 
again on Labor Day 
weekend with two days 
of High Speed fun at 
Carolina Motorsports 
Park. Next will be a 
Nat ional  meet ing, 
Concours,  and two 
14-event weekends. If 
you haven’t been to 
the Carolina Region, 
here is your chance to 
have all the fun you 
can stand. So, how 
long can you hold your  
breath in an Autocross? 
October starts with a 
Concours follwed by 
a 14-event Autocross 
weekend, and more.

Check out  the 
Region web site for 
more information on 
what’s up!

See you soon,

Pete Dawley, Carolina Region RCD

The Future of NCCC!!!!!!!!!! FCOA??????? The Florida Region 
is making an effort to increase the membership of FCOA (Future 
Corvette Owners Association). As of the May 2007 Governors’ 
Meeting in St. Louis, the Florida Region had a 25% increase in FCOA 
membership. This was the largest membership increase in all of NCCC. 
I have attended a few Florida Region NCCC club meetings and 
impressed upon the members how important the FCOA is to NCCC. 
We need to figure out how to get new members into our organization. 
The long-term plan is getting our young people interested in the events 
that NCCC sponsors. Take them with you to shows, autocrosses, etc. 
They can see what goes on and tell their friends about their experiences 
with their Moms’, Dads’ or Grandparents’ cars. It will take some time 
before they will have their own Corvette, BUT we have planted the 
seed to interest them in our sport. Many of the clubs in the Region are 
paying for their members’ children and grandchildren from their own 
clubs’ treasury. I think this is a giant leap forward to increasing FCOA 
membership. Congratulations to the clubs that are doing this.

I am trying to attend every Florida Region NCCC club meeting 
to  introduce myself and answer any questions about NCCC that I 
can. If you would like me to attend, please contact me and I will set 
up a date with your club. You can contact me at n2vettes@earthlink.net 
or on the Florida Region web site.

Let’s Vette Together Soooooooon!!!!!!!!

Glenn Hutchinson, Florida Region RE

Convention 2007 Nashville, TN was one of the best conventions. 
John and Sue McGee and their committees did a fantastic job 

MICHIGAN
REGION

www.michcorvette.org
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entertaining over 800 National Council members. The entertainment 
in the evenings was outstanding. Congratulations to the Michigan 
Region members who took home several convention trophies, plus our 
Region members who received several of the Top 15 awards handed 
out at the banquet on Friday night. Check out the award winners in 
the Convention competition section. Thanks again to the McGees and 
their workers for their warm Southern hospitality. Looking forward 
to the 2008 Convention in Tulsa, OK.

A note to my fellow Region members: No, I did not win any tires 
at Convention.

The numbers are in: if you bought a ticket for the 2007 Corvette 
Raffle, your chance of winning was 1 in 9,750.

Watch for Michigan Region’s 2009 Convention bid presentation at 
the September Governors’ Meeting. Those who attended the Nashville 
Convention got to see what we have to offer in 2009. After checking 
out the bids from Rocky Mountain Region and Michigan Region, 
please vote for “HOME AGAIN” in Michigan 2009.

Michigan Region competition is going strong with more events 
to come. Check out our web site calendar of sanction events and join 
the fun in Michigan.

Bill Siebel, Michigan Region RE

The Midwest Region is off to another active year with 62 of our 
151 planned events completed by July 1st.

All of our regions have continuing issues with keeping and finding 
new venues to have our events. The key is all competitors need to keep 
an eye out for potential places to have our events. If someone sees a 
potential place, they should try to find out who the appropriate contact 
is for that site and relay that information to their Club Governor.

A number of MWR members attended the Nashville Convention 
and had a most enjoyable time.

We are anxiously awaiting for Tulsa in 2008.

Stay safe and enjoy the rest of the season.

Jack Wilson, Midwest Region RCD

Regional News

MIDWEST
REGION

www.mwregion.com

NORTHEAST
REGION

www.geocitiescom/nernccc/

Well, another summer is here and there are certainly enough events 
planned for all of us Corvette enthusiasts. We have to make up for 
the six months or so our Vettes are dormant, sleeping under blankets 
and covers in garages, barns and shelters, huddled against the wind, 
snow and cold of the Northeast. But by late April we rolled them out, 
tuned them up, shined the Vette and got ready for a nice long summer. 
The first event was the opening day at Watkins Glen International 
Speedway; nobody passed the pace car this year, so nobody was 
thrown off the track. The first sanctioned event of the season was 
up at Tri-Vette’s famous Edinburgh track; yes, some pot holes were 
filled, but the S-curves are still a challenge. Two days of competition 
and lots of good food at everybody’s favorite feeding place. A couple 
of weeks later, we all went to the drag strip that was rained out in the 
afternoon, so we came the following week with more cars and the 
eliminations. It should be no surprise that the old man of the group, 
Dick DeSocio, was the only trophy winner in eliminations with his 
2000 roadster and his great reaction time of about three minutes or so. 
Tom Gee had a great time in his Z06 and John Backman ran close to 
him with his ZR1. Fred Scott had to leave early to make sure his beer 
at home wasn’t getting too cold and Joe D’Amico is still half-way 
down the track two weeks later with Ol’ Betsy, his ‘76 with millions 
of miles on it.

Some large events of the summer are the Syracuse Nationals 
Street Rod Show (which had close to 7,000 cars in attendance last 
year). Several hundred Corvettes were there for the three-day event 
and classic car auction and over 100,000 people attended the show. 
Vettes at the Beach is coming up quickly and last year there were over 
400 Corvettes at the beach. A new first-year Corvette event is planned 
for Central New York; all Corvette owners and Corvette clubs in the 
Northeast are invited to attend, as well as all NCCC clubs and all 
non-affiliated clubs and any individual. This could be the largest non-
judged show get-together ever in the Northeast (Corvette Woodstock) 
with food vendors and a live rock band. It will be held at Pratts Falls 
County Park. Information, maps, directions and motel information are 
available at the web site: http://www.corvettewoodstock.com. Some 
clubs are planning their club picnic at this venue. Send your car pics 
to the web site, too.

Several good-size judged shows are planned this summer all over 
the Region for those who are into waxing and shining their Vettes and 
stocking up on trophies for winning or Kleenex for the losers. Destiny 
Corvette Club has two large sanctioned events planned, a four-event 
day and a three-event day in July and August. For details, see their 
web site at http://www.destinycorvettes.tripod.com.
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Last year, 2006 was the 5th straight year the Destiny Corvette Club 
won the Competition championship, followed VERY closely behind 
by The Southern Tier Corvette Club. This year it is expected to be an 
even closer race to the finish. Although there are several NCCC clubs 
in the Region, only a few participate in these fun autocross events. The 
season for us is very short at the tracks and we would like to see more 
clubs either get involved in autocrossing or at least attend and watch the 
fun. Finally, I promise to be at the next National Governors’ meeting 
to show that I actually am alive and kicking and to support the ideas 
and interests of the Region’s Club Governors and general members of 
the Northeast Region NCCC. Besides, I have to protect myself from 
Jack Carkner’s stories and try to remember some of his jokes.

Dick DeSocio, Northeast Region RE

Roadrunner’s 2007 competition season is moving forward with 
several well-attended events in the books, and many more on the way. 
St. Patrick’s Day weekend saw Arizona Competition Corvettes hold 
four autocrosses at the Big Boys & Their Toys Luxury Men’s Expo at 
WestWorld in Scottsdale (home of the Barrett-Jackson Auction). This 
was followed in April by three autocrosses in Sierra Vista hosted by 
the Thunder Vette Set and three more in Tucson hosted by the Tucson 
Corvette Club. The Tucson club also held their annual Presidio PC in 
April and Verde Valley Vettes held two rallyes in Cottonwood. May 
was highlighted by the Tucson Corvette Club’s annual SuperBash with 
bracket drags, an autocross, a PC and a gimmick rallye. Upcoming 
events through September are on the Roadrunner Region web site 
and include: four autocrosses in Sierra Vista hosted by the Colorado 
River Corvette Club; a weekend featuring four rallyes and a PC in 
Ruidoso, NM, hosted by the El Paso Corvette Club; Desert Corvette 
Association’s Millard Fillmore weekend with seven sanctioned events 
and the notable return of autocrossing to Labor Day; a concours in 
Cottonwood by Verde Valley Vettes; and the Albuquerque Corvette 
Association’s SW Invitations at the end of September with two 
autocrosses, two matching times, a PC, a funkhana and a rallye. Region 
Point Standings through June are:

www.ncccroadrunner.com

ROADRUNNER
REGION

Regional News

We’ve got 47 more events in 2007. Come on out and enjoy some 
great competition and Southwestern hospitality in the Roadrunner 
Region.

Paul Hamersly, Roadrunner Region RCD

Hello Rocky Mountain Region,
As we’re all having a great Corvette season this year, we’re 

all looking forward to the chance that the Rocky Mountain Region 
hosts the 50th annual NCCC Convention in 2009. Right now, we’re 
in the running with Grand Rapids, MI and they’re definitely tough 

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
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www.rmrnccc.org
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Regional News
competition.

We believe that we as the Rocky Mountain Region have a great 
offering to give the membership with a fantastic time in the beautiful 
State of Colorado. Just remember, we’re the inspiration for Katharine 
Lee Bates writing of “America the Beautiful!”

Remember to vote for us when you see the Convention ballot!

John Maxwell, Rocky Mountain Region RE

It has been a good summer with lots of Corvette events to 
attend. We have had some great events already, but there are still 
more upcoming. The Region’s web site has all the latest information 
about things going on in the Rocky Mountain Region. Let one of the 
Region officers know if there is anything else you would like to see 
on our web page.

A reminder to all Club Governors to be sure and send your ballot 
votes back into National for the 2007 election of officers and other 
items on the ballot. Please don’t forget to vote for our Region’s bid 
for the 2009 NCCC National Convention if your club would like to 
see it come to Colorado. This will be a joint effort of all our Region 
clubs.

9/15
  Dealer Show Region-sanctioned
  303-464-4664
9/16
  Pagosa Springs Show Region-sanctioned
  719-302-5472
9/30
  Two Low Speed Autocrosses-sanctioned
  719-302-5472

10/7
  Open Track Practice (am), Pueblo non-sanctioned
  303-739-9515
10/7
  High Speed Time Trial (pm), Pueblo-sanctoned
  303-739-9515
10/14
  Three Low Speed Autocrosses Region-sanctioned
  970-434-5120
10/21
  All Hallows Eve Rally, PC Show & Funkhana-sanctioned
  970-532-7619

11/4
  Sno-Flake Rally Region-sanctioned
  719-302-5472
11/9-10
  National Governors’ Meeting ~ St. Louis, MO
11/17
  Sno Big Deal Shows Region-sanctioned
  303-464-4664

11/18
  Fun Rally’s Sanctioned
  303-781-4896

If there is anything that I can help with, please contact me.

Larry Morrison, Rocky Mountain Region RCD

It’s hard to believe that it’s over. After more than two years of 
planning, the enjoyment and friendship of NCCC Convention 2007 
is over.

We must give thanks to our friends, John and Sue McGee, for 
their wisdom and knowledge for planning and presenting the best 
convention we’ve attended in many years. A special thanks goes out 
to Betty Parks for her unbelievable efforts assisting John and anyone 
else who needed help during this Convention week.

I know many would say, “They had help.” Of course, they did. If 
it weren’t for the volunteers who stepped up and gave of themselves 
and their time, the over 700 registered Vetters wouldn’t have had the 
experience of a lifetime. The various chairpersons, and you know who 
you are, came to John and Sue and asked, “How can we help you put 
on this Convention?” They came, and they did!!!

We must not forget the support given by the local group, 
the Nashville Corvette Club, and the many, many members who 
volunteered their time and service to help make this Convention a 
success.

This is what the National Council of Corvette Clubs is all about. 
Someone once described it as “one big family.” That is exactly what 
it is...people helping people, and friends helping friends.

There was much competition for all to enjoy. Of course, on the 
day of the Drags, Mother Nature insisted on dumping her daily portion 
of water on the Bowling Green area. So, after a considerable delay, 
we finally got to begin the competition. I would be remiss if I didn’t 
mention the fact that my wife, Anne, won her Class, IH, in the record 
drags. Congratulations, Anne!!!

Jack Carkner, Southeast Region RE

Southeast Region - Convention Edition
The competition within the Region has been going strong this 

year. We’ve had events in Huntsville, Nashville and Atlanta for a total 
of 42 events by the end of April -- which is not bad considering we 

SOUTHEAST
REGION

www.ncccsouth.com
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For up-to-date information 
about NCCC news and events, 

be sure to CLICK on the NCCC 
website, www.corvettesnccc.org.

only had 47 events in total during 2006!!
NCCC’s 48th Annual Convention in Nashville, TN was a HUGE 

success!! Our hat goes off to our own John McGee, as the Convention 
Director, and all the volunteers who helped to make the Convention 
one of the best ever. Everyone was pleased with our “Southern” 
hospitality.

Mark your calendars now -- we’re going back to Tupelo, MS 
this fall! Those events are planned for October 6-7 (14 low speed 
autocrosses). The remaining events for the Region include November 
2-3 (14 low speed autocrosses in Huntsville, AL), November 23-25 
(four high speed autocrosses in conjunction with four high speed 
autocrosses from the Florida Region at Roebling Road Raceway near 
Savannah, GA), and finally December 1-2 (14 low speed autocrosses 
in Huntsville, AL).

At this point, all but three of our clubs’ sanctions will be used in 
this year’s competition, which represents 97% utilization. That is a 
tremendous feat, one that hasn’t been done in the recent past. (Honestly 
- can’t remember if we’ve ever used that percent of sanctions in one 
year!) We want to give a special thanks to the clubs that donated their 
sanctions to the Region, including Stevenson Corvette Club, East 
Tennessee Corvette Club, Corvettes of Clarksville, Lanier Corvettes 
Unlimited, West Georgia Corvette Association, Tri-Cities Corvette 
Club, Miracle Strip Corvette Club and Playground Corvette Club. With 
their help and support, we will host 88 events during 2007!!

With all this talk of competition, we want to mention that the next 
generation of competitors is on the horizon. We were concerned as 
the Region began losing our young guns, a.k.a. Dependent members 
(Cat Parks to marriage and motherhood; the Miller clan to college, 
marriage and motherhood; the Main kids to college -- just to mention a 
few). Have no fear -- we’ve got a couple of new young members who 
have come forward to fill in that void: Currie Brown [Valley Vettes] 
is pushing her dad to the limit in their 1981 T-top while her brother 
Silas is off at college; Katherine Baize [Corvette Atlanta] is driving 
the wheels off her mother’s C6 (Wonder if Dad will let her drive his 
Ron Fellow’s Edition.); Kyle Smith [West GA Corvette Association] 
came to the recent Gwinnett events -- has he gotten the bug yet? As 
we get older (or more mature), we need these young folks to carry 
on our legacy.

Save the Wave!!

Don Parks, Southeast Region RCD

Well, in a couple 
of weeks summer will 
be here, but already the 
weather man is saying 
the temperature for the 
rest of the week should 
be 92-94. Add that to the 
rain that we have been 
seeing for the month of 
May and I now believe 
it is spring in Texas and 
the Southwest Region. 
By the time you receive 
this issue, this will just 
be a fond memory.

We have started our 
racing season with a 
couple of clubs already 
allowing us to wear 
out our tires and our 
bodies. But it is all in 
fun, as we all know. 
After Convention, we 
will start racing once 
again.

The  Sou thwes t 
Region is hosting 2008 
NCCC Convention, so 
hopefully all those who 
attended Convention in 
Nashville brought back 
lots of good ideas we 
can use. We will try our 
best to do as good as 
Nashville did and show 
NCCC members a good 
time in the Southwest 
once again.

Remember to stay 
cool and enjoy life to 
the fullest.

B e r n y c e  M o l e n d a , 
Southwest Region RE
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Steve and I have just returned from Convention in Nashville and 

had a wonderful time. Everything from the concours, drags (even 
though it did rain), low speed and parties were very well put on. If you 
did not attend, you missed out on a great time. Next year, it is our turn 
(the Southwest Region) and I hope with all the good people we have 
in the Region that you will attend and help us out with Convention. 
Get with your Club Governor to volunteer. You will meet and make 
friends from all over the country.

We now have 19 clubs and 1500 members in the Southwest Region 
with Tulsa Vette Set being the largest club with 410 members. Keep 
up the good work.

See ya at future events.

Cheryl Surdick, Southwest Region RMD

Remember how excited you were when you first joined a Corvette 
club? All the new experiences in the car of your dreams? I remember 
how thrilled we were to be part of a Corvette cruise and getting a 
chance to show off our car with a group of other Corvettes. Now the 
challenge is to keep up that excitement for the new and not-so-new 
members in our clubs. Summer is here and it is time to get out and 
enjoy our Corvettes. The West Region has any number of things to 
do from Car Shows and Rallyes to low-speed events. There is even 
a high speed event in the planning at the new track at Newton, IA. 
Another club is planning to add an economy run with their weekend 
of sanctioned events. There are plenty of opportunities to get out and 
have fun with your Corvette. If there isn’t something that tickles your 
fancy, talk to your Club Governor for ideas of what is going on and if 
there is a way to get some activities going that you would like. After 
all, we all need new ideas to keep from getting in a rut.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Brisbois, West Region RE

I am writing this following the Memorial Day Weekend. The 
Corvette Club of Iowa, Cedar Rapids Corvette Club, River City 
Corvette Association and the Muscatine Corvette Club put on another 
excellent weekend with car shows, rallyes, funkhanas and racing. 
Something for everyone! The week before, the Cornhusker Corvette 
Club and the Nebraska Corvette Association ran off a weekend of 
seven low-speed autocrosses like clockwork. Things went so fast that 

additional runs were added after the first two runs and we still finished 
by early afternoon. They really had their acts together.

We have a great start but have barely scratched the surface. We 
still have 81 sanctioned events left and I am aware of about a dozen 
more in the works. Let’s all work to get someone in our respective 
clubs out and participating in the West Region Competition Program. 
Surely there are events in the schedule that interest everyone. And, just 
in case there isn’t, then jump up and organize one that does interest 
you. You won’t have to do it alone. You’ll be surprised how easily a 
club can come together behind an idea. Work with your Club Governor; 
he or she is a great asset. If all else fails, call me. I’m willing to help. 
Let’s use all those sanctions.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim Bailey, West Region RCD

Hope everyone is having a fun summer with your Corvettes! 
Nashville 2007 Convention was great as was expected from such 
worthy hosts. Thank you to John and Sue McGee and their talented 
help. They did a super job under great duress.

We had an increase of 24 members since February. I hope that 
now our Corvette season is underway we will be able to add many 
more members. So while you are out cruising, keep your eyes open for 
new prospects. Also, don’t forget to sign up children to FCOA. We’ve 
had an increase of 17 members since February. That seems small, but 
it was larger than any other Region. We are still behind the Midwest 
Region by 73 children. You can find information on FCOA in this Blue 
Bars or on the web site. Also, remember that the West Region gives 
out scholarships to members’ children and grandchildren. Check out 
the West Region web site for more information or contact me at my 
email address. We will award the scholarship at our September West 
Region meeting. Applicants who win the National scholarship will 
not be eligible for the West Region scholarship.

Happy Corvetting! Hope to see you out and about.

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Bowen, West Region RMD

If you are new to the Region, welcome to a great organization made up 
of members who know how to enjoy life and have fun with their Corvettes. 
In fact, the new clubs have brought new enthusiasm to the Region with new 
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events and new people running for points with competitive spirit. There are 
members in the points standing this year who had no points last year.

Autocross, People’s Choice Car Shows and Rallyes are the normal 
competition events for the WCR. This year there were two rare events for the 
Region: an Economy Run hosted by Hot Nevada Vettes, a new club; and two 
Judged Concours hosted by Las Vegas Corvette Association. Hats off to 
these two clubs in researching the operation and hosting of these difficult 
events. These two clubs also hosted events over weekends, which added 
relaxation and social time. It looks like the Nevada area was the hot spot 
besides temperature for the WCR durng the first part of the year. There 
seems to be growing interest in a combination of a social- and competition-
type weekend. The partying and relaxation of Corvettes West Big Bear 
Bash again this year was the talk of the Region. This will be the third 
year that Vapor Trail Vettes is hosting a weekend event. Corvettes of 
Fresno and Las Vegas Corvette Association will be having various types 
of Corvette activities over a weekend at a general location. If you have 
ideas for a single or weekend event, please bring them up at the next 
Regional Meeting on September 29 in San Diego. By the time you read 
this, most of the summer Corvette events will be great memories with 
Corvette Super Sports and Millennium holding car shows in August. The 
last event of the summer is Las Vegas Corvette Roulette. The fun doesn’t 
stop because summer is over. We still have a lot of great fall events on the 
West Coast Regional calendar. Check out the calendar on the Regional 
web site at http://www.ncccwcregion.org. For example, Pomona Valley 
Corvette Association car show in October and back up to the high desert 
for the Wild West Corvettes car show, also in October. In between shows, 
it is off to the Central Coast for an autocross by Vapor Trail Corvettes. 
Let’s get out and support the clubs that put on events.

If your club puts on an event and you want to share the fun, do not keep 
it a secret. It only takes an email message or a flyer sent to the West Coast 
Region Webmaster, Cliff Harris, to get your event on the Regional calendar. 
You will meet great people who share your interests, like the Corvette and fun. 
If you want to put on a more serious event, like a car show or a rallye, get in 
touch with Les Rajczi, our Regional Competition Director, for information on 
how to do it. With only a little guidance from Les, you can do it. Remember 
that NCCC is a National organization. We are not the only region having fun. 
Check ou the messages from the other regions and maybe you will get an 
idea for a great event your club can do.

The Regional Meeting will be September 29, 2007 in San Diego. Ask 
your Club Governor about the location. All NCCC members are welcome to 
come to the meeting and participate in the running of your Region.

All of your Regional Officers look forward to seeing you at future events.
Save the Wave!

Your Regional Officers,
  Allen Morris, RE
    Les Rajczi, RCD
      Cliff Harris, RMD
        Ellis Chee, RT
          Rex Wilhoite, RS

Regional News NCCC’s 2006 Top 15 Ladies

#1 ~ Donna Littlejohn
Carolina Autocross Team
Carolina Region

I wondered for a whole year what it would be like to get up on stage 
at our National Convention and accept an award; after attending 354 
different events and collecting 
3,733 points, I got my chance in 
Nashville.

The very idea of running 
for “Number One” was given to 
me by the late Mike Bohannan, 
the founder of our Carolina 
Autocross Team. Mike noticed 
how much I loved autocross 
events and encouraged me to 
“go for it”...so I decided to give 
it a try!

The year started out gat! I bought some sticky tires, got a new set 
of wheels, and did a little work on my Z06 to get it ready for a busy 
racing season. Heck, I even learned to load and unload my car on the 
trailer without breaking my nails!

Then I excitedly searched 
every region’s calendar for 
events and built a very busy 
scheduled for myself. Every 
weekend, starting in February, 
I said, “Great! Another event 
this weekend!” Sadly, by 
October, that turned into, 
“Oh no, another event this 
weekend!”

I traveled the country, met lots of fun, fantastic people and was 
inspired by many, many really outstanding drivers. And although I 
traveled and towed my car around all year by myself, when I got to an 
event site, I was never alone. Thanks to all the clubs I visited and raced 
with that welcomed me and made me feel like I was part of your group. 
You invited me to your club rs,inner, your picnics and your parking lot 
parties -- I always felt right at home with all of you.

Now even though it’s an individual award, everyone knows 
that running for a National championship is not something you can 
do without a lot of help and support. I was very lucky to have many 
people around me to keep me motivated and propped up when I needed 
it the most.

I would like to thank some very special people, and there were 
quite a few of you, but some who really stand out -- Don and Betty 
Parks, Howard Curtis, Ray and Sharon Meesseman and Kurt and Sharon 
Schwamberger. Thank you all for your friendship, your hospitality and 
your continued . You all really kept me going!

Finally, to my whole family who supported me and celebrated 
with me, I want to say, “Thanks!”

- To my husband, who worked all year so I could race!
- To my brother and nephew who painted my car and my trailer 

and kept them looking nice!
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- To my sister who reminded me to “Hang in there and don’t 
give up!”

- To my kids, Shawn, Todd, Scott and Bethany, for cheering me 
on all year long and not being too embarrassed when their friends 
said, “Your mom does WHAT?”

- To my folks for letting me stay with them all summer while I 
raced in the northern states!

- To Mom for reminding me to have FUN and enjoy the 
experience!

- To Dad for giving me a love of cars in the first place!

HIPPIE CHICKS RULE!

#2 ~ Janet Wilson
Northern Illinois CC
Midwest Region
NCCC member since 1991
Competed since 1992
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
The 2006 autocross season will 
always be remembered as a time 
that Jack and I took for ourselves 
to be together, race our cars, and 
visit many states in our great 
country. We had fun! We enjoyed 
each of the events, the clubs 
hosting the events, the workers and the other racers. I thank each of 
you for your kindness and hospitality.
My plans for the future are:
To spend time with our daughter (Wendy), son-in-law (Dan) and 
grandson (Jacob). Jack and I still have plans to see more of our 
country and travel to other countries. We just have to work it into 
our modified racing schedule.

#3 ~ Sharon Schwamberger
Michigan Autocross Group
Michigan Region
NCCC member since 2003
Competed since August 2004
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
All the great people we met and 
all of the friends that we made all 
over the U. S.
My plans for the future are:
Rest in 2007.

#4 ~ Betty Parks
Corvette Atlanta
Southeast Region
NCCC member since 1974
Competed since 1975
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
We competed in all of our 
usual places (generally in the 
Southeast, Florida, Carolina and 
Indiana Regions). It was fun to 
run and provide support to Donna 
Littlejohn as she campaigned for 
the Number One position. The competition (including the Rock and 
Kannapolis) was exciting, but the fellowship with our extended NCCC 
racing family (including the tailgate parties) was outstanding!!
My plans for the future are:
Final plans for 2007 are still in a state of flux. In the off-season, I 
bought Kay Alexander’s C5 Corvette -- still trying to learn how to 
drive it! Looks like we’ll have to practice more. With the birth of our 
(first) grandson, we’ll be balancing family and racing -- guess we’ll 
volunteer for weekday visits so his parents can have the weekends!!

#5 ~ Deb Murphy
Tiretown C C (10-time National Champions)
East Ohio Region
NCCC member and competing 
since 1975
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
MOST definitely the competitive 
women again this year! We all 
run against each other -- never 
mind the classes or groups.
My plans for the future are:

Quit battling the Ohio weather and move to Florida!!!

#6 ~ Claudia Stouffer
Central Pennsylvania CC
East Region
NCCC member since 2003
Competed since 2004
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Meeting new people  and 
traveling to different regions’ 
events. We traveled to West 
Ohio, Michigan and Indiana. Of 
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course, when there were events, we always went back to the Carolina 
Region where our traveling experiences began.
My plans for the future are:
Hopefully, start traveling again next year if I can get used to driving 
my husband’s new car or can afford to buy a two-car trailer. I really 
love competing in the ‘93 “green turtle.”

#7 ~ Linda Fairlamb
Northern Rays, Ltd.

Midwest Region
NCCC member since 1993
Competed since 1992
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
After ending 2005 in 16th place 
without realizing at the outset 
of that year that I would even 
end up that close to the Top 15, 
I began 2006 with a plan to get 
anywhere in the Top 15 and be happy. I considered myself extra 
lucky when I ended the year with almost 1500 points and only had 
to travel two weekends more than 200 miles to an event (and then it 
was only 300 miles!). To those of you who continually travel many 
hours lots of weekends throughout the year, I don’t know how you 
do it, but congratulations. And to all those Midwest Region people 
who organized our many events so I didn’t have to travel that far, our 
dedicated timing team from NICC, and all those workers who sit out 
there often in the blazing sun, I thank you for making this the most 
fun possible.

And, of course, my fun wouldn’t have been quite as fun as it was 
if Ski (George) hadn’t decided that watching Corvettes drive around 
for hours at a time wasn’t really that boring. Okay, it must be kind of 
boring, but he enjoys everyone’s company. And, as hard as it is for 
most of us to believe, no...he really doesn’t want to race.

Other memorable events: fabulous competition at Grissom 
(Thanks, Kay); lunch catered at practically every Midwest Region 
event (Thanks, Gino and Tony.); the last events ever at Lake Geneva 
Raceway as another racing venue is lost to developers (Thanks, Land 
of Lincoln and Kevin.); cording my street tires (I don’t pay attention 
to that stuff...the tires were sticking really good!!); and having my 
competition offer me their car (Thanks, Bailey’s.), but choosing instead 
to put the street tires of a Corvette that was parked nearby on my car 
for the rest of the day (Thanks, Gutyan’s.).
My plans for the future are:
Figuring out if I can really fit a lift in my garage to make room for a 
2008 convertible.

#8 ~ Sharon Meesseman
Michigan Autocross Group
Michigan Region
I’ve been an NCCC member since:
1977; we started the club in 1991. I became 
interested (but not Nationally yet) in autocrossing 
before my husband and I were married. (He 
bought the car from me first.)
What I will remember most about competing 
in 2006:
The one thing I will remember most about racing 
in 2006 is renewing all the acquaintances I knew before our accident. 
I re-met some, but not all, of the people I knew before 2003, and had 
a great time doing it.
My plans for the future are:
My plans for the future of racing aren’t very strong. I’m not as fast as 
I used to be, so I don’t do most high speeds so no one catches up with 
me on the track, but I enjoy the autocrosses immensely.

#9 ~ Debbie Haskell
Carolina Corvettes
Carolina Region

Competed since 1997
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Waiting until September to decide 
to make a run for the Top 15 so 
we could get a jacket in Nashville. 
We were on the road headed to Buffalo, MN to pick up the “Red Beast” 
where it had been undergoing repairs at Doug Rippie Motorsports. 
Somewhere in the middle of the Illinois cornfields, we called up our 
buddy, Manny Montgomery, to find out about fall Florida events. He 
said, “Since you’re going to be in Minnesota, why don’t you drive over 
to Flint, MI and pick up 14 events this weekend?” Hmmmmm, doesn’t 
look so far on the map, so we decided to go for it. We soon discovered 
it was a teeny bit farther than we had thought, plus the added attraction 
of towing through 5 o’clock Chicago rush hour, but we made it there 
and raced with the great folks in Michigan in the rain. Then the rest of 
the year was spent a bit closer to home -- in the Carolinas and Florida. 
Our last event of the year was capped off with watching a night launch 
of the space shuttle across the bay from Cape Canaveral. It was a fun 
year and I look forward to what 2007 has to bring:

My plans for the future are:
Racing when and where I can, focusing on my new real estate career 
and, best of all, my new life with Johnny!
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#12 ~ Carolyn Samuelson
Northern Illinois CC
Midwest Region
NCCC member since 1980
I’ve been competing since:
1980, both Regionally and 
Nationally, winning several 
Regional Championships and 

three National Championships.
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Taking Group I FTD at the 
Convention high speed in Sebring, FL; winning the Midwest Regional 
Championship and placing 12th in the National Points standings. What 
a fun year! Dale and I visited some new sites, had a few margaritas 
and, most of all, enjoyed socializing with our NCCC friends. The 
competition was great and the camaraderie and encouragement from 
fellow competitors made this a very special year.
My plans for the future are:
I always say we need to slow down, but that never seems to happen. 
I look forward to competing, seeing all of our friends, having another 
fun year and spending more time with my grandchildren.

#13 ~ Maxine Person
North Florida Corvette Assn
Florida Region
NCCC member since 1997

Competed since 2001
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
O u r  r a c i n g  p a c e  s l o w e d 
dramatically in 2006 compared 
to 2005. Mark had a lot of work to 
prepare for the 2006 Convention 
and my mother became very ill, so our racing took a back seat. 
Although we didn’t travel to all our favorite race venues from 2005, 
we were able to travel to a few and see our racing buddies. I was not 
able to make most of the 2006 Convention due to my mother’s illness, 
but I did enjoy seeing friends at the banquet. We are traveling even 
less this year, giving Mark more time to work on the ‘57. Lord willing, 
we will actively race more next year.

Congratulations, Donna and Jack, for a great performance in 2006!

#10 ~ Joan Thomas
Northern Illinois CC
Midwest Region
NCCC member since 1994
I  b e c a m e  i n t e re s t e d  i n 
competing:
I  have been a  compet i tor 
since I was the Tournament of 
Champions Cadet Box Hockey 
Champion at age 7 in Superior, WI. Over the years, I have competed 
in many different sporting events, but I’ve been competing in the 
sport of Autocross since 1995; driving a Corvette has given me the 

biggest thrills.
What I will remember most about competing in 2006:
Due to changes in our work and play schedules for 2006, I did not 
think that I would be able to accomplish my goal of being one of the 
National Top 15 Women for 10 years in a row. I set that goal after my 
1998 and 1999 National Championship years. I worked hard to keep 
the string going, but I didn’t think 2006 would be possible. I attended 
as many events as I could with Jim and then realized that if I traveled 
a few weekends by myself, I could possibly attain my goal. Team 
Thomas lost Barney, the Racing Dog, in August of 2006, so even the 
events I traveled to with Jim were not quite the same. 2006 was a 
very different year!
My plans for the future are:
With retirement coming in 2007, this will be another different year. We 
probably will not travel too far to compete but will take advantage of 
every opportunity. We plan to mix competition with a few other things 
we have always wanted to do or go see. We look forward to stopping 
at some of the many spots along the way that we have always passed 
by going to or coming from a weekend event.

#11 ~ Glenda McMahan
Cowtown Vettes
Southwest Region
NCCC member since 2003

Competed since 2004
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
The rain and more rain at Hallett; 
the heat of many events in the SW 
Region; the miles and miles of 
traveling in the Yukon with the little red Corvette, the only thing I could 
see in my rear-view mirror; the hunt for good local restaurants (not 
chains) when we traveled; the out-of-region events where everyone 
was so helpful and friendly to us competitors whom they didn’t even 
know...but mostly the fun of meeting new people and socializing with 
friends makes competition lots of fun.
My plans for the future are:
To continue to compete for “FUN” and to enjoy my grandkids.



73  Summer/Convention 2007

#14 ~ Gail Dawley
Spartanburg CC
Carolina Region
NCCC member and competing 

since 1973
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Blowing the engine at Carolina 
Motorsports Park and being 
congratulated on doing such a 
good job...
My plans for the future are:
Right now, relax a little. Then...who knows...

#15 ~ Bernyce Molenda
Tin Hall Toys CC
Southwest Region
NCCC member since 1981

Competed since 1985
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Not expecting to get Number 15 
in National Standings. We had 
just gone to the events we wanted 
to and to get together with our 
friends, so it was a big surprise 
to find out I had achieved Number 15.
My plans for the future are:
Continue as we are doing. Go to those events that we want to attend, 
meet up with friends and enjoy the camaraderie that we share.

MICHIANA CORVETTE CLUB 
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

For Immediate Release:

Contact:
Bob Zoerner, Club President
(269) 699-7019 zoernerb@comcast.net
Mike Metcalfe
(574) 674-5733 vette5667@aol.com
Greg Gill, Publicity Chairman
(574) 936-7215 ggill123@msn.com

Michiana Corvette Club celebrates 50 years of serving the 
community as a car club, in 2007. Throughout the year in 2007, 
Michiana Corvette Club will be planning many special activities, 
outings, road trips and just plain fun with Corvettes in an attempt to 
commemorate 50 years of enjoying Corvettes and related activities 
in our community.

Throughout the past 50 years, Michiana Corvette Club has 
participated in many pardes, swap meets, car shows like: “The 
Cavalcade of Wheels,” as well as several charity fund-raisers. It’s 
more than just having and driving Corvettes. It’s about community 
and making a difference in that community. As a Club, we have raised 
thousands of dollars to support organizations such as SPINA BIFIDA, 
CYSTIC FIBROSIS, THE HOMELESS SHELTER and others. 
We drive our cars in many of the area parades, and the response we 
get from the kids (yound and old) is fantastic. Many of the boys and 
girls lay claim to their favorite Corvette as it drives by. It’s amazing; 
they all know it’s a Corvette, no matter how old or new it is. One 
year we took folks from an area nursing home in our cars through the 
Blueberry Festival Parade in Plymouth, Indiana. It appeared that for 
a brief moment, many of them felt young again as they waved to the 
parad watchers from their seats in the Corvettes.

In 1957, a small group of car enthusiasts in the Michiana area 
got together because of their love of the automobile. They came 
from different heritages and vocations, but they shared one thing in 
common; they loved the Corvette and wanted to share some of that love 
and appreciation with their community. That is where the Michiana 
Corvette Club began. For 50 years, Gate’s Chevrolet has been a 
continuous sponsor of the Michiana Corvette Club. Today, Michiana 
Corvette Club is one of the oldest continuous running Corvette clubs 
in the country. With over 120 members and hundreds of others over 
the past 50 years, the Michiana Corvette Club is planning to celebrate. 
On Saturday, July 14, 2007, we are inviting all members, past and 
present, for a “Special Celebration.” The celebration will consist of 
social activities, door prizes, pictures and a great meal. There will also 
be a special presentation given by a representative of the National 
Corvette Museum. We are hoping that all members, past and present, 
participate. If you are a past member or know of a past member, please 
contact Bob Zoerner, Mike MetCalfe or Greg Gill, so we can get you 
plugged into our celebration.
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doing something that I enjoyed 
as much and the friendships that 
were established were priceless. 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
and guided us on our journey 
last year
My plans for the future are:
Stay closer to home in 2007 and 
then hit the road again in 2008.

#5 ~ Ray Meesseman
Michigan Autocross Group
Michigan Region
NCCC member since 1972
Competed since 1970
I’ve always been competitive and 
I began autocrossing in 1970. I 
joined NCCC in 1972. I went to 
my first Convention in Indiana in 
1973 and we have only missed 
a couple since. 2006 was a bad 
year for breakage: two engines, one clutch, one transmission and 
two half shafts, but we still had a lot of fun. Thanks to all who lent 
us their cars.
My plans for the future are:
We plan to continue racing, seeing old friends and making new ones. 
Remember, “Let’s not ask what NCCC can do for you, but what can 
we do for NCCC.”

#6 ~ Don Parks
Corvette Atlanta
Southeast Region
NCCC member since 1974
Competed since 1975
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Let’s see -- entered 229 (46 in 
region) over 18 weekends, so 
picking one weekend is going to 
be hard. Southern National in NC; “The Rock,” SC; Putnam Park in 
IN, and finally Roebling Road in GA were all near the top of a long 
list. However, if you factor in tailgate parties...Grissom AFB in IN is 
always a winner!
My plans for the future are:
I’m merely the tow vehicle driver, so I just go wherever S.T.S.B.O 
tells me! I think she is making a list and checking it twice...I’d better 
go kick the trailer tires.

NCCC’s 2006 Top 15 Men

#1 ~ Jack Wilson
Northern Illinois CC
Midwest Region
NCCC member and competing 
since 1991
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
The days on the road traveling 
across the country with my wife 
Janet, meeting new friends and 
renewing old friendships. All 
regions, host clubs, workers and 
competitors were most welcoming.
My plans for the future are:
Enjoy competing, supporting the NCCC organization and do more 
vacation pleasure traveling.

#2 ~ Geoffrey Gott
Tiretown CC
East Ohio Region
NCCC member and competing 
since 1977
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
The out-of-town parties we had 
while chasing our 10th National 
Championship!!
My plans for the future are:
I will be out looking for a good time.

#3 ~ Howard Curtis
Elkhart Vette Set
Indiana Region
NCCC member since 1998
Competed since 2001

#4 ~ Kurt Schamberger
Michigan Autocross Group
Michigan Region
NCCC member since 2003
Competed since August 2004
What I will remember most about competing in 2006:
First of all, I remember thinking that Sharon was nuts when she 
said she wanted to make the Top 15 last year. Second, I would like 
to thank her for talking me into doing it. Finally, I can’t remember 
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#10 ~ Denny Murphy
Tiretown CC (10-time National 
Champions)
East Ohio Region
NCCC member and competing since 
1975
What I will remember most about 
competing in 2006:
Running with the 40-year-olds!!
My plans for the future are:
Golf and fishing and MAYBE waxing my new Corvette -- silver, 
maybe!

#11 ~ Patrick Wrigley
Fort Wayne CC
Indiana Region
NCCC member since 2002
Competed since 2003

#12 ~ Barry Leone
Shiawassee CC
Michigan Region

#13 ~ Michael Edmondson
Corvette Troy
West Ohio Region
NCCC member and competing 
since 2001
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
The best thing of the 2006 season 
was all of the great people I met. 
I was always welcome wherever 
I traveled. We now have lots of 
friends across the eastern half of 
the U. S. because of all the events 
we attended.
My plans for the future are:
To finish my second race car (1997 C5) and find more road course 
events to attend.

#14 ~ Johnny Haskell
Carolina Corvettes
Carolina Region
NCCC member and competing 
since 1998
What I will remember most about 
competing in 2006:

#7 ~ Pancho Thompson
Tiretown CC
East Ohio Region
NCCC member and competing since 2001
What I will remember most about competing in 2006:
The fun that I had running all over the country with my friends and 
the help that I received along the way from them, especially Rob 
Ovall, Kenny Kessler, Geoff Gott, Dale Clark, Mike Edmondson and 
Danny Popp.
My plans for the future are:
Just to relax and get healthy again!!

#8 ~ Rob Ovall
Tiretown CC
East Ohio Region
NCCC member since 2001
Competed since 2002
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
My last event of the year. I was 
heading to Virginia Beach for 
the 14 events when I lost a wheel 
on my trailer. My 2007 Z06 lost 
a transmission. My father-in-law’s car broke; Michigan lost to Ohio 
State and I got stuck with the tab at Hooters.
My plans for the future are:
To slow down a little bit for a year or two; enjoy my new house; spend 
more time with my family and rebuild my checkbook.

#9 ~ Mark Stouffer
Central Pennsylvania CC
East Region
NCCC member since 2003
Competed since 2004
What I will remember most 
about competing in 2006:
Buying my first set of Kumho 
tires and having the best runs of 
my time, as well as traveling to 
different regions and meeting a 
great bunch of new people.
My plans for the future are:
Hopefully be able to travel more in 2008 to wherever my wife makes 
plans.
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NCCC’s 2006 Top 15 Clubs

Advertising Rates
Size    4/Color  Black/White
Inside Front Cover   $800  n/a
Inside Back Cover   $800  n/a
Full Page (7-3/4 x 9-3/4)  $625*  $525
Half Page (7-3/4 x 4-7/8)  $350  $300
Third Page (5 x 4-7/8)   $325  $275
Quarter Page (3-7/8 x 4-7/8)  $300  $250
Sixth Page (2-1/4 x 4-7/8)  $275  $225
Business Card (3-1/2 x 2)  $175  $125
  * Full Page Bleed (8-3/4 x 11-1/4)

Advertising Deadlines
March 1 for Spring Issue Published in late April
June 30 for Summer Issue Published in late July
September 1 for Convention Issue Published in mid-November
December 1 for Winter Issue Published in mid-January

Copy and Inquiries
Sylvia Hoaldridge
Blue Bars Editor
6095 Autumn Hills Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76140-9695
Phone:  817-561-9314
FAX:  817-483-6758
Email:  pinkvett@dot11net.net

Check Must Accompany 
Advertisement
Payable to NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF CORVETTE CLUBS

Acceptable Media:
Camera-Ready Copy
Electronic
Film
Line Screen is 133-150

Blue Bars
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES LIKE NONE OTHER!

Some of Tiretown CC’s members celebrating 
their 10th National Championship at 

Convention in Nashville

The people, the travel...It’s all a lot of fun.
My plans for the future are:
More of the same...Debbie and I enjoy the competition.

#15 ~ Jack Alexander
Tiretown CC
East Ohio Region
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Corvette Troy ~ $340,000 Provided to Charity
Corvette Troy is well know in NCCC and often referred to as 

a “racing club,” a distinction we appreciate although the club hots 
the full range of typical Corvette activities. Twenty-four years ago 
the club decided to improve our support to the community. Since 
1984, we are pleased to have provided over $340,000 to improve 
the lives of Spina Bifida families and assist other charities. The 
club currently contributes $25,000 per year to charity.

Funding provided to the Spina Bifida Association of Greater 
Dayton is used to assist over 200 individuals in 
purchasing needed medical equipment, supplies and 
home modifications not covered by insurance and 
enables children to attend an all-accessible summer 
camp. We also host an annual Christmas party that 
provides an opportunity spend some time with the 
Spina Bifida children and families. Santa presents 
toys specifically chosen for each of the children. 
Entertainment, such as a puppet show or magic show, 
is enjoyed by all.

The club’s fund-raising this year enabled us to 
also allocate $4,000 to a charity car repair program, 
the township emergency life squad, a college 
scholarship and to our local hospice in memory of 
members, Jay Lamke and Ev Shuman.

Our major fund-raising evebt is a benefit drawing 
where two new Corvettes are awarded to the lucky 
ticket holders. This is a moderately expensive but 
“good odds” event in that a maximum of 500 tickets 
are sold for $250 each. This provides each ticket 
holder two chances of winning a new Corvette!

Each ticket holder may bring a guest to the gala 
Benefit Drawing party featuring complimentary 
food, drinks and a live band. Ticket holders may 
view their ticket stubs before they are put in a barrel, 
and the tickets are drawn out one-by-one until the 
last remaining ticket wins the first car. The 499 non-
winning tickets are then put back in the barrel and 
the winner of the second car is drawn as an instant 
winner. The benefit drawing is a precision process 
and well honed over the years.

Other prizes are presented, including a $1,000 
prize to the runner-up. Last year we gave away a 1:12 
scale museum quality C5R model. Corvette Troy is 
sponsored by Bud’s Chevrolet in St. Mary’s OH, one 
of the largest Corvette dealers in the country. They 
provide us with two new Corvettes at a competitive 
price delivered on time, every time!

We always sell all of the tickets, but we would 
like to expand our ticket-buying base to include more 
avid Corvette enthusiasts. To order a ticket for this 
year’s event, please contact me at the phone number 
or email address shown below. Please be advised 

tickets sell quickly each year. We hope more of our NCCC friends 
will join us in our charity fund-raising event this year!

Ken Schaper ~ Charity Director, Corvette Troy Charities, Inc.
937-429-1845, schaper00@earthlink.net
http://www.corvette-troy.com/Charity_Event.htm
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As the road turns, twists, or shifts from wet to dry, racing-inspired Potenza tires give you the finely tuned response, 
precision handling, and superb traction that define ultra-high performance. 

Block and Slick Combination improves traction and braking

Large Stabilized Shoulder Blocks increase cornering capabilities

Tie Bar Rib improves handling

Solid Circumferential Center Rib enhances response and straight line stability

FOR DRIVERS WITH HIGHER STANDARDS.

Special 3D Block Shape augments water evacuation

POTENZA.COM

Potenza™ RE750™

Potenza™ RE-01R™ Potenza™ RE960AS Pole Position™ Potenza™ G009™

Potenza™ RE050A 
Pole Position™

Four Wide Circumferential Grooves advance hydroplaning resistance
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Rulebook Binder w/ Index

Binder/Index Only $9

w/ Rulebook $16

Decals - 16”----$20 // 7”----$4

Cotton Ball Caps– $13 Khaki/Denim,

Gray, Charcoal, Black, Stone-washed Denim,

Khaki (not shown)

See more at

www.corvettesnccc.org

or contact

NCCC Logo Merchandise

Dennis Patrick

dpatrick48@aol.com

(614)860-0137
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